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i. The first line, undivided, shows the younger
sister married off in a position ancillary to the real
wife. (It suggests the idea of) a person lame on

preliminary steps, continued from its initiation to its consummation.
But all must be done in an orderly and correct manner. And so
must it be with the rise of a man in the service of the state.

The goose from the most ancient times played an important
part in the marriage ceremonies of the Chinese; and this may
have suggested the use of it in the symbolism of the different lines.
Its habits as a bird of passage, and flying in processional order,
admirably suited the writer's purpose. In paragraph i it appears
for the first time in the season approaching the shore. Then comes
the real subject of the line; and the facts of its being weak, and
without a proper correlate, agree with, if they do not suggest, what
is said about him, and the caution added.

The geese have advanced in line 2, and so has the officer,
though he is not mentioned. The line is weak or humble, and
central, and has a proper correlate in 5. Hence comes the good
auspice.

Line 3 is strong, and has passed the central place, to the top of
the lower trigram, and has not a proper correlate in 6. Its subject
is likely to be violent and at the same time unsuccessful in his
movements. He is like a husband who does not care for his wife,
or a wife who does not care for her child. But in the case supposed,
his strength in the end would be useful.

The web-footed goose is not suited for taking hold on the
branches; but on flat branches it can rest. Line 4, weak, but in
an even place, does not promise a good auspice for its subject; but
it is the first line in the trigram of humility, and it is concluded
that he will not fall into error.

Line 5 is a strong line in the ruler's seat; and yet it appears
here as the symbol of a wife. Somehow its subject has been at
variance with, and kept in disgrace by, calumniating enemies such
as the plunderers of paragraph 3; but things come right in the end.
The wife, childless for three years, becomes at last a mother; and
there is good fortune.

The subject of line 6 has reached the top of the hexagram.
There is no more advance for him; and he has no correlate. But
he may still do some good work for the state, and verify the auspice
derived from the ornamental plumes of the geese.